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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the dirrci cnccs bciw eenthe subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a w ht)lc w duIcI have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claim 13 is cancelled. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 11 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over MATHER et al. (GB 2397704 A) in view of HYODO et al. (US 6,066,938). 

As per claim 1 . MATHER discloses a device with a power tool case (See Fig. 1) that 

includes at least one receiving area for a power tool (See Fig.l, ltem#l , discloses a case and 
Description, Par.4 discloses the case is for the storage of the power tool) and a charger (See 
Fig.l Item#3, ports, and Description Par.7 discloses the charging ports are power by battery 
chargers of known types), wherein the charger and the power tool case are designed to remain 
connected during a charging procedure (Description, Par.4 discloses the case is supplied with the 
charger as an integrated part of the case and not as a stand alone charger). Wherein said power 
tool is stored in a transport position in said first receiving area (See Description, Fig. 1, and 
Description, Par. 3, discloses a receiving area to store the power tool), but does not disclose said 
power tool is arranged in a second receiving area during said charging procedure in a standing 
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position, and wherein said second area is embodied as a stand and comprises charging contacts to 
transmit charging energy. 

HYODO discloses a power tool charger wherein the power tool is arranged in a receiving 
area during said charging procedure in a standing position and embodied as a stand and 
comprises charging contacts to transmit charging energy (See Fig. 10. Items#20 and 1, discloses a 
power tool charger and a power tool in a standing position during charging and Fig4, Item#46a, 
discloses charging contacts that come into contact with the power tool battery terminals for 
charging). 

MATHER and HYODO are analogous art since they both deal with power tools. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the invention disclosed by MATHER with that of HYODO such that said power tool is 
arranged in a second receiving area during said charging procedure in a standing position for the 
benefit of allowing for the easy removal of the power tool from the charger using one hand while 
being charged and also would allow for charging of the power tool without having to disconnect 
the batteries and safely storing the power tool during transportation (See HYODO Col.l, lines 
20-45). 

As per claim 2 , MATHER in view of HYODO disclose the device as recited in Claim 1 
recited above, wherein the power tool case includes installation space (See Fig.l, Item#2, 
charging panel) for the charger (See Fig.l Item# 3), and the charger is designed to remain in the 
installation space of the power tool case during the charging procedure (Description, Par.4 



Application/Control Number: 10/585,048 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2838 

discloses the case is supplied with the charger as an integrated part of the case and not as a stand 
alone charger). 

As per claim 6 . MATHER in view of HYODO disclose the device as recited in Claim 1 

above, wherein the charger includes a wind-up device for a power cord (See MATHER, Fig.l, 
Item#5, retractable flex, and description, par.4 discloses the flex cord for the charger is houses 
inside the structure of the case with a puUout and lock and press button retraction system). 

As per claims 7 , MATHER in view of HYODO disclose a charger for a device as recited 
in claim 1 (See MATHER, Fig.l, Item#2, discloses charging panel). 

As per claim 11 . MATHER in view of HYODO disclose a power tool case for a device 
as recited in claim 1 (See MATHER Fig.l, Item#l, discloses a power tool case). 

As per claim 20 . MATHER in view of HYODO disclose the device as recited in claim 6, 
wherein said wind-up device comprises a rotatably supported storage means located underneath a 
receiving area of the charger (See MATHER Fig.l, Item#5 and 2, discloses a retractable flex 
cord housed underneath the receiving area of the charger). 



3. Claims 1. 3. 4. 5 and 7-10. 12. 14-15 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over BURRUS, IV et al. (US 6,571,949) in view of HYODO (US 6,066,938). 
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As per claim 1 BURRUS discloses a device with a power tool case (See Fig.2, Ietm#100, 
case) that includes at least one receiving area (See Fig.2, Item#101, power tool receiving area) 
for a power tool (See Fig.l, Item#104) and a charger (See Fig.l, Items# 101,102,103; 3 charging 
compartments, and Par. 19, discloses the compartments include charging circuitry), wherein the 
charger and the power tool case are designed to remain connected during a charging procedure 
(See. Par. 19 and 20; discloses the electrical connector in the power tool case delivers electrical 
power to the charging circuitry within the compartment 101 in Fig.2), wherein said power tool is 
stored in a transport position in said first receiving area (See Fig.2, Item#101 and 104, discloses 
a power tool and a receiving area for receiving the power tool), but does not disclose said power 
tool is arranged in a second receiving area during said charging procedure in a standing position. 

HYODO discloses a power tool charger wherein the power tool is arranged in a receiving 
area during said charging procedure in a standing position (See Fig. 10. Items#20 and 1, discloses 
a power tool charger and a power tool in a standing position during charging). 

BURRUS and HYODO are analogous art since they both deal with power tools charging. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the invention disclosed by BURRUS with that of HYODO such that said power tool is 
arranged in a second receiving area during said charging procedure in a standing position for the 
benefit of allowing for the easy removal of the power tool from the charger using one hand while 
being charged while maintaining secure charging for the power tool during transportation (See 
HYODO Col.l, lines 20-45). 
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As per claim 3 . BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose the device as recited in claim 1 
above, wherein the connection (See Fig.2, Item#105, electrical connector) between the charger 
(See BURRUS, Fig.2, Item# 101,102,103, charging compartments) and the power tool case (See 
Fig.2, Item# 100) is designed to be detachable (See BURRUS, Par.23, discloses the 
compartments (chargers) can be fixed or removable. Par. 19 discloses the compartments include 
charging circuitry). 

As per claim 4 . BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose the device as recited in Claim 3 
as discussed above, wherein the charger (See Fig.l, Item# 101,102,103) is connected with the 
power tool case (See BURRUSFig.l, Item# 100) via at least one detachable fastening means 
(See BURRUS, Fig.l, Item#105, connector, and Par.23, discloses that the compartments 
(chargers) can be fixed or removable). 

As Per claim 5 . BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose the device as recited in Claim 4 
as discussed above, wherein the fastening means (See BURRUS, Fig.2, Item#105) is designed to 
be actuated without the use of tools (See BURRUS, Fig.2, Electrical connectors 105 snap on and 
off to electrical connectors within compartments 101, 102 andl03). The Examiner interprets the 
term "designed to" as conveying intended use that has little or no patentable weight. 

As per claim 7 , BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose a charger for a device as recited 
in claim 1 above (See BURRUS, Fig.l, Items# 101,102,103, and Par.l9 discloses compartments 
include charging circuitry). 
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As per claim 8 , BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose discloses the charger as recited in 
Claim 7 as discussed above, characterized by the fact that it is designed as a stand for the power 
tool (See HYODO, Fig. 10, Items#l and 20, discloses a charger used as a stand for the power 
tool). 

As per claim 9 . BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose the charger in claim 8 as recited 
above, in which the power tool (See Fig. 10, Item#l) is positioned at least substantially in the 
machining direction (See HYODO, Fig. 10, Items# 1 and 20, power tool placed on the charger in 
the machining position). 

As per claim 10 . BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose the charger as recited in Claim 8 

above characterized by a coupling unit (See Fig.5, Item#43, positive and negative terminals on 
the power tool handle) that is designed to correspond with a coupling unit of a power tool unit 
(See Fig.2, Item#10, positive and negative electrodes on the charger) while the stand function is 
being performed and to at least transmit charging energy (See Col.l, lines 61-67, and Col.2, lines 
1-11, disclose the electrical connection established between the first set of terminals on the 
power tool handle and the second set of terminals on the charger when the power tool is placed 
on the charger). 

As per claim 12 . BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose the device as recited in claim 1 
as discussed above, wherein said power tool is stored in the transport position in said first 
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receiving area in a lying position (See BURRUS, et al. Fig.2, Items#101 and 104, discloses a 
power tool laced in a lying position while being transported). 

As per claim 14 . BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose the device as recited in claim 1 

as discussed above, wherein said power tool projects above a half of said power tool case when 
said power tool is arranged in the second receiving area (See HYODO Fig. 10, discloses power 
tool projects above a half of said power tool case when said power tool is arranged in the 
charging area). 

As per claim 15 . BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose the device as recited in claim 14 
as discussed above, wherein said power tool case is reliably prevented from being closed during 
said charging procedure due to the standing position of said power tool ( See HYODO Fig. 10, 
discloses the power tool projects above a half of said power tool case when said power tool is 
arranged in the charging area, as a result when the case will be kept open when the power tool is 
kept is placed in the charging position). 

4. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over BURRUS, IV et 
al. (US 6,571,949) in view of HYODO (US 6,066,938) and in further view of KAJIYA (US 
2003/0150756A1). 



As per claim 16 . BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose the device as recited in claim 3 
as discussed above, wherein a connecting means for the connection between the charger and the 
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power tool case is integrally mounted to said power tool case (See BURRUS Fig.2, Item#105) 
but does not disclose the connection between the charger and the power tool case is embodied as 
a flexible flap. 

BCAJIYA discloses an electronic device case using a flexible flap as a connecting means 
between the case and the electronic device (See Par.4 and 5) 

BURRUS, HYODO and KAJIYA are analogous art since they all deal with electronic 
devices. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the invention disclosed by BURRUS in view of HYODO such that the connection 
between the charger and the power tool case is embodied as a flexible flap for the benefit of 
allowing the charger to be swung out of the case for maintenance without having to be 
disconnected from the case. 

As per claim 19 . BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose the device as recited in claim 4 
as discussed above, wherein said fastening means extends through a recess in a housing wall of 
said power tool case (See BURRUS, Fig.3, Item#105) 



5. Claim 17 and 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
BURRUS, IV et al. (US 6,571,949) in view of HYODO (US 6,066,938) and in further view of 
ZWEIGLE (US 6,682,361 B2) 
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As per claims 17 and 18 . BURRUS in view of HYODO disclose tiie device as recited in 
claim 4 as discussed above, but does not disclose said fastening means is embodied as a detent 
element such as a latching hook. 

ZWEIGLE discloses a locking mechanism comprising a detent hook (See COl.l, lines 
20-23 and 63-67) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the invention disclosed by BURRUS in view of HYODO with that of ZWEIGLE such 
that the fastening means is latching hook for the benefit of providing a secure releasable 
connection of the charger to the case (See ZWEIGLE, Col.l, lines 20-23 and 63-67, discloses a 
detent hook used to safeguard an electrical connection between plug parts so that it is not 
inadvertently released). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 04/20/2009 have been considered but were ineffective to 
overcome the rejections. (See the rejections above). 

Applicant argues that the above neither MATHER nor BURRUS disclose that "... a 
second receiving area in which a power tool is arranged during a charging procedure in a 
standing position". MATHER and BURRUS, IV et al both disclose a power tool case 
comprising a first receiving area wherein said power tool is stored in a transport position in a 
lying position. HYODO teaches a power tool charger comprising a receiving area (second 
receiving area) wherein said power tool is arranged in said area during charging procedure in a 
standing position, which is embodied as a stand and comprises charging contacts. The 
combination of MATHER with HYODO and BURRUS with HYODO will yield a power tool 
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case wherein the power tool is stored in a transport position in said first receiving area, and 
wherein said power tool is arranged in a second receiving area during said charging procedure in 
a standing position. MATHER, BURRUS and HYODO are all analogous art as they all deal with 
power tools. The examiner has further hsted the motivation to combining MATHER and 
HYODO and BURRUSS and HYODO as follows: 

". . .for the benefit of allowing for the easy removal of the power tool from the charger 
using one hand while being charged while maintaining secure charging for the power tool during 
transportation." 

Applicant argues that "HYODO would lead the practitioner to modify MATHER or 
BURRUS to provide one receiving area in which the tool could be charged in a standing position 
rather than a lying position". The examiner respectfiilly disagrees since as the applicant 
acknowledges such a modification "could result in damage to the power tool when falling out of 
the charger during transport". The examiner states that one of ordinary skill in the art would aim 
to combine the benefits of both references which are safe transporting and providing easy 
removal at the job site, the combination of both benefits would clearly be accomplished only by 
combining both inventions not replacing one with another. 

As to applicant's argument that". . . the prima facie case of obviousness is not established 
by the cited references, since the prior art does not suggest the desirability of the claimed 
invention. . . , and that the mere fact that the prior art may be modified in the manner suggested by 
the examiner does not make the modification obvious unless the prior art suggested the 
desirability of the modification". The examiner respectfiilly disagrees and explains that the test 
for obviousness is not whether the features of a secondary reference may be bodily incorporated 
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into the structure of the primary reference; nor is it that the claimed invention must be expressly 
suggested in any one or all of the references. Rather, the test is what the combined teachings of 
the references would have suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art. In re Keller, 642 F. 2d 
413, 425, 208 USPQ 871, 881 (CCPA 1981). In this regard, a conclusion of obviousness may be 
based on common knowledge and common sense of the person of ordinary skill in the art 
without any specific hint or suggestion in a particular reference. In re Bozek, 416 F .2d 1385, 
1390, 163 USPQ 545, 549 (CCPA 1969). The examiner has fiirther provided a motivation to 
combine the references states as follows: 

". . .for the benefit of allowing for the easy removal of the power tool from the charger 
using one hand while being charged while maintaining secure charging for the power tool during 
transportation." 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is cited to establish the level of skill in 
the applicant's art and those arts considered reasonably pertinent to applicant's disclosure. See 
MPEP 707.05(c). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AHMED OMAR whose telephone number is (571)270-7165. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 06:30-16:30 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Akm UUah can be reached on 571-272-2361 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained trom the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Akm Enayet UUah/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2838 
/A.O. / 



/AHMED OMAR/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2838 



